
As you may be aware from our previous correspondence, there is currently a shortage of a specific nuclear
medicine tracer nationally due to a technical malfunction at the ANSTO production facility in NSW.  
  
This has limited the ability for all nuclear medicine facilities around Australia in meeting certain scanning
demands for patients requiring nuclear medicine imaging. Among those is the SPECT Cerebral Perfusion
scan that uses the nuclear medicine tracer Tc-99m.  
  
A positive outcome of this however, is that for the next 3 months the government has allowed the
Medicare rebate for SPECT Cerebral Perfusion scans to be used for FDG PET Brain scans, (previously not
rebated by Medicare). This means that FDG PET Brain scans, which offer higher specificity and sensitivity in
the assessment of dementia, are available for a limited time without an added out-of-pocket expense to
the patient. 
  
If you have any patients that would benefit from investigation with an FDG PET Brain study, please refer

them to either one of our PET/CT Services located at St John of God Hospital in Geelong or Ballarat. All

eligible patients will be bulk-billed for this from Tuesday 17th September, for 3 months. 

  
When radioactive tracer supplies are fully restored, the rebate will likely be withdrawn for PET based brain
imaging for neurodegenerative disorders. 
  
We will contact referrers that have requested SPECT Cerebral Perfusion scans during the next few months
to confirm that conversion to an FDG PET Brain is appropriate. 
  
Although there are currently some limitations to nuclear medicine studies nationally, the imaging of
dementias will not be compromised and has opportunely resulted in the temporary availability of a
superior imaging modality for the care of patients. 
 
Should you have any urgent request or clinical question regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to
contact Lake Imaging Nuclear Medicine Technologist Greg Walker.
 
Email gwalker@lakeimaging.com.au or phone 5304 9000
 
Lake Imaging is committed to providing optimal quality 
diagnostic imaging and patient care.
 
Kind regards,
 
Dr Stefan Khosh
Clinical Director of Nuclear Medicine & PET 
Lake Imaging
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